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The Caribbean Worship and Devotional Study (CWDS) Bible is a contemporary English version Bible with 
an opening rhythmic memorization verse and quotes and prayers. 

The WORSHIP INTRODUCTION  to every chapter reads in many cases like the verse or refrain of a song 
and it captures the main theme, text and spirit of the chapter in a manner that aids memorization and intro-
duces a theme that in many cases is woven into the chapter to make the chapter come alive as a story and 
stays alive in the memory as the text. 

THE CWDS BIBLE QUOTES at the end of every chapter combined with the prayers(see below), make 
each chapter of the CWDS Bible a complete devotional. Some quotes are basic notes while others are so 
deep and profound it will make the reader take a second look at the scripture and pause for deep meditation. 

SERMON PREPARATION: Those who prepare sermons or exhortations will find that any quote can lead to 
a complete sermon. Example Quote#10 of Genesis 2: You will be amazed at what the Lord can bring out of 
you if you will rest in His hands. 

PRAYERS: The CWDS Bible completes the devotional experience of each chapter with prayers formed 
from the passage and quotes and thus putting the lessons into practice. There are so many prayers that can 
be prayed from every chapter of the Bible, both personal and intercessory and we at the CWDS Bible en-
courage you to read the entire Bible and pray. Write your own prayer emphasis and pray, pray, pray. Pray 
your way through the Bible and pray the Bible throughout your way. It will change your life completely. THE 
CWDS Bible is a prayer book. i.)To maximize the experience: Associate each prayer with the scripture pas-
sage to attract the faith of precedence and acknowledge spiritual relevance. ii.) State the prayer point audibly. 
iii.) Seal each prayer by praying in the Spirit or just praising for about 60 seconds. 

THE CHILDREN AND FAMILY DEVOTIONAL Parents will find that any chapter is a complete family devo-
tion. Read through a book with your children, three to five chapters daily and you will be surprised at their un-
derstanding and appreciation of the word after this exercise. 

A WORSHIP BIBLE The essence of many Bible passages and experience of Bible characters is encounter 
and worship; worship that triggers an encounter with God or an encounter with God that triggers worship. 
The writing style of the Caribbean Worship and Devotional Study Bible compels worship. Readers will find 
worship moments captured in memorization verse formats throughout this presentation. 

A DEVOTIONAL BIBLE: There are many devotionals that are currently available, all seeking to encourage or 
motivate readers with a concise study of the Word in the format of a lesson geared towards practical applica-
tion. The CWDS Bible offers this and more. Readers will find each chapter of the CWDS Bible to be a com-
plete devotional experience. In every chapter, the lessons for practical application come out at the reader as 
they read. The CWDS Bible then summarizes each chapter with devotional thoughts and quotes and it con-
cludes the chapter with prayers to allow the readers to digest the chapter and apply the lessons to their life 
and spiritual journey. This approach encourages and in many cases compels readers to read entire chap-
ters, not just a passage. 

A STUDY BIBLE: The Caribbean Worship and Devotional Study Bible has many features that enhance 

study, and that will have a direct appeal to ardent Bible students. The writing style of this Bible version and 

particularly the theme-based approach is expository in nature and will facilitate a 'read-through' study of the 

Word of God. The themes will stimulate the thoughts of readers and will inspire them to look for practical ap-

plication and insights every time they read the unique Memorization Verse . It will provide a basis of mental 

referencing of chapters. 

ABOUT THE CWDS BIBLE  



THOUGH I speak with the tongues of men and angels, 
Love is a more excellent way. 

Give all my goods to the poor and burn my body as 

well, 

Love is a more excellent way. 

Love is patient, love is kind, enduring all things, all of 
the time. 

When all things pass, there is love, hope and faith. 

All these are great, but love is a more excellent way. 

1 CORINTHIANS  13 
1Though I speak with tongues of men and angels, and I do 

not have love, 

I have become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal; 
love is a more excellent way. 
2And though I have the gift of prophecy, 

and understand all knowledge and all mysteries; 

and though I have received all faith so that I could move 

mountains away, 
I am nothing if I do not have love. 

Love is a more excellent way. 
3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 

and though I give my body to be burned, 

if I do not have love, it is of no profit to me; 
love is a more excellent way. 
4Love is kind and it suffers long; love does not envy, love 

does not vaunt itself. 

Love is not puffed up nor does she seek her own interest.  
5Love does not behave rudely. 
Love is a more excellent way.  
Love is not easily provoked, love thinks no evil. 
6Love does not rejoice in iniquity but rejoices in the truth. 

Love is a more excellent way!  
7Love bears all things, believes all things, 

endures all things, and in all things it hopes. 
8Love never fails;  
love is a more excellent way.  
Where there are prophecies, they are bound to fail; 

tongues shall cease, knowledge shall vanish away. 
9For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 
10but when that which is perfect is come, 

then that which is in part shall be done away with. 
11When I was a child, I spoke as a child; 

I understood as a child, and I thought as a child; 

when I became a man, I put childish things aside. 

There is a more excellent way; love. 
12For now we see through a glass darkly, 
but then face to face. 

I know in part, but then I shall know even as I am known. 
13Now there abide faith, love and hope, 

these three, but the greatest of these is love. 

Love is a more excellent way! 

CWDS Bible Quotes 
The greatest of feats and accomplishments get their value 

at the feet of Love. 
Your spiritual accomplishments, height and sacrifices have 

no depth or lasting effect outside of love. 

Speaking in tongues is confusing if not fused with a heart of 
love; speaking in tongues without love is a tambourine; it 
torches earth but does not touch heaven. 

Love gives; the only one kind of love there is, is love that is 
kind; love does not sacrifice; love is sacrifice. 

Love never gives up or gives in but keeps on giving out; it is a 
giving machine. 

Love believes in the face of contradictions and contradicts all 
beliefs to hold on to its conviction. 

Love may see evil but it never thinks evil; it may see bad but 
only rejoices in truth. 

Love is discipline that directs; it chooses what it rejoices in, 
how it thinks, how it approaches things, what it says, 
responds and reacts to. 

 Love is in for the long haul: it overcomes all hurdles as it 
bears, believes and hopes all things, in all situations, at 
all times, irrespective of all that is happening. 

Love is endearing because it is enduring; it chooses its be-
havior; it refuses to be rude, self-seeking or proud and it 
cannot be provoked. 

The practice of love is unfailing; love is consistent committed 
action that cannot fail because it fails to surrender. 

Prophecy and tongues are a bridge to perfection; love is per-
fection; God is love. 

Childish ways and talk are imperfect but accepted as perfect 
by adults, just as prophecy is perfect imperfection that is 
accepted by God until perfection is reached; love is per-
fection; God is love. 

When you hope for things to come, you exercise faith to move 
God and love to engage Him; God is love. 

Love is stronger than death, it is never over, it keeps suffering 
until it wins; love is higher than self, it does not boast or 
make itself more important than others. 

 Love is humility in action; it is never rude; love is selfless al-
ways looking out for others; love is your interest at heart, 
it wants you to win; it does not envy. 

Love is not shaken by evidence; it shakes evidence to find 
hope to hold on to. 

Love is solid, love is eternal, love is time-tested, love is God; 
God is love. 

Truly, no one loves to fail, they fail because they fail to truly 
love; love never fails.  

PRAYER POINTS 
My Father, my God, teach me to love so that everything 

else I do can have direction and value. 

I will be my Father’s child; I was created in Your image Lord 

and I will engage and release my full capacity to love. 

Father God, I refuse to seek You with tongues if I cannot 

reach You with love; when I open my mouth You will 
hear love calling to Love. Amen. 

I declare that I am a generous extravagant soul motivated 

by love for people. Amen. 

Holy Father, baptize me and my household with Your pure 

agape love. Amen. 
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WHATSOEVER things are good, and Job began to 

dream,  

“Oh, that I were . . .,” and eyes began to gleam...  

JOB  29 
1Job continued his response; 
2“Oh that I were as in months past, preserved by the Lord; 
3“when His candle shone on my head and His light lit my 

path; 
4“just as in the days of my youth, with God’s secret with 

me. 
5“Oh, just to have again with me my children and the Al-

mighty! 
6“When I washed my steps with butter, rocks poured me 

rivers of oil.  
7“When I went out of the gate from the city, and prepared 
my seat in the street! 
8“The young men saw me and ran to hide, and the aged 

rose up and stood.  
9The princes refrained from talking; oh, but those days 
were good!  
They laid their hands on their mouths. 
10“The nobles held their peace,  

for to the roof of their mouths their tongues would firmly 

stick.  
11“It was a time when all who heard me, blessed me; I was 

a witness for the eye,  
12“because I delivered the fatherless, the helpless and the 
poor outside who cried.  
13“I made the widow’s heart joyful; those who would perish 

wrote my song.  
14“I clothed myself with righteousness; they were the gar-

ments I put on.  
My justice was like a robe and a precious diadem.  
15“I was as eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.  
16“Days when I fathered the poor, and investigated the un-

known person’s cause. 
17“Oh, for those days of purpose, when I broke the wicked 

man’s jaws,  
and when I plucked the spoils out of his teeth. 18“Then I 

said, ‘I will die in my nest,  

and multiply my days just as the sand.’ 
19“When my roots were spread out by the waters, with the 

night’s dew on my branch.  
20“My glory was fresh in me, and my bow renewed in my 

hand.  
21“Oh, for the days when men listened to the words I had 

to say.  
22“They waited and kept silence and did not speak again.  

My speech dropped on them;  
23“they waited on me as for the rain;  
they opened their mouths wide as for the latter rain.  
24“If I laughed at them, they did not believe it;  
my countenance held a light that no man could cast 
down;  
25“I chose out his way and it was right!  
I sat chief among men; as king in the army I dwelt.”  

@These were edifying things to think on, when things were far 
from well. 
“I was comfort for the mourners.” 
@”Good reports from all my ways. 
Oh, that it was this moment, but indeed, those were the 
days. 
@These thoughts revived my spirit; how I wish they were here 
now.  
If I keep these thoughts before me, I will survive somehow.  
Good report, pure, just and honest; thoughts of virtue and of 
praise.  
Going back, yes, the right things to think on!  
All coming back, but... those were the days.” 

CWDS Bible Quotes 
The taste in your memory may have left your mouth but not 

your life; if you keep the Lord in your memory and His 
praise in your mouth; the taste will return and come alive 
again. 

When the pleasant taste of success is replaced with the pun-
gent taste of failure, never fail to make the pursuit of God 
pleasant and He will fill your mouth with good things. 

If it is pleasant to be reminded of your children, it is painful to 
be reminded of their death; no one deserves the experi-
ence of these painful memories.  

Your present days may be a shadow of your pleasant days; 
let it be overshadowed by your persistent praise and the 
shadow will give way to a perfect day. 

Good days may seem to be lost but the secret is, keep seek-
ing God, they can be found in Him. 

With God lost years will be found, stolen years restored, bad 
days will be good in this life and good days will be so 
much better in the life to come.   

It does not matter how bad your days are now, they are 
much better in God; it does not matter how good your 
days are, with God the best days are always ahead. 

When you understand and appreciate the benefits of right-
eous living, you speak to your soul and say, “Why are 
you cast down?”, rather than let your problem speak to 
you, saying, “Why are you insisting on serving God?” 

The good days may be stolen but never lost, they must be 
surrendered and the thief punished; stop living as if there 
is no hope. 

 Wealth, respect, honor and even life will pass in a fleeting 
moment but hold on to eternity and it will hold on to what 
time stole from you. 

The best insurance may offer you some measure of safety 
and comfort in this life, but only blessed assurance can 
secure your soul with timeless indemnity. 

PRAYER POINTS 
Faithful God, my soul looks up to You in whom my hope is 

anchored. Amen. 
Most High God, I pursue You with passion; You are my glo-

ry and You will lift my head, in the name of Jesus. 
Loving Father, comfort the hearts of those who mourn in 

the body of Christ; I rebuke the spirit of death over the 
lives of our children, in the name of Jesus. 

Merciful Father, I refuse to let problems break me down, I 
will praise to my breakthrough, in the name of Jesus. 

Where can I go but to Your presence O Lord; nothing shall 
drive me away from You. Amen.  

CWDS BIBLE JOB 29 



PAIN, so much pain! Why should the innocent have to 

feel pain like this? 

So much pain, as the whip pierced His back, taking 
blood, taking flesh! 

The crowd cried, “Slay the innocent; the guilty re-

lease!” 

Forgetting the healings and the bread they did eat. 

Thorns were His crown as they mocked, bowing down; 

The nails pierced His hands, as by His weight He was 
hanged. 

Pain, so much pain, much more than one can say; 

And the crowd, yes the crowd… they mocked Him all 

the way! 

MARK 15 
1Immediately, as morning came, the chief priests held a 
consultation with the elders, and with the scribes and the 

whole council. 

They bound Jesus and carried Him away 

and delivered Him to Pilate,  
2and Pilate asked, “Are You the king of the Jews?”  

He replied, “You rightly say so!”    
3The chief priests accused Him of many things also, but He 

gave no answer to them.  
4Pilate asked Him again, “Do You answer nothing? Do you 

hear how many things they accuse You of?” 
5But Jesus gave no answer, so Pilate marveled at this. 
6Now at the feast, they would let one prisoner go, whomev-

er the multitude desired. 
7And there was one named Barabbas who was bound 

with them; he had made insurrection against the crown. 

And in the insurrection, he had committed murder also. 
8The multitude cried aloud and desired Pilate to do the 
custom. 
9Pilate answered, “Would you have me release the King of 

the Jews?” 
10For he knew that for envy Jesus was delivered up by the 

chief priests. 
11But the chief priests moved the people to ask for Barab-

bas’ release. 
12Pilate then asked them “What would you have me do, to 

Him whom you call King of the Jews?”  
13“Crucify Him!” they cried out; “crucify that Man!” 
14Then Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?” 
O the great pain of that moment, for the answer was simp-
ly, none! 
Guilty of death? No. Well... perhaps guilty of love! 
And they cried exceedingly more, “Crucify Him!”  
15And Pilate, willing to do so, to let the people contented go, 

released Barabbas and delivered Jesus to be crucified, 
after scourging Him. 

The torturous whip brought excruciating pain, 
as to be crucified, the soldiers led Him away. 
16Into the hall called Praetorium they took Him,  
@and they called the whole band together; 
“Into the hands of sinners…!” They gave the wounded 
and hurting Man.  

Now this was their time of play! 
17They clothed Him with purple, so richly adorned; 
in contrast they gave Him a crown of sharp thorns. 
They platted it and placed it on His head 18and saluted Him,  
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews! Hail!” 
19And they struck Him in His head.  
“Hail, hail!” And with the reed they hit Him again and again!  
Stabbed by the thorns, His back from stripes raw, and His 
head prickly sore; 
all in the house of His friends as at His heart they tore. 
They spat on Him and mockingly worshipped Him on bend-
ed knees; 
20then they took off the purple robe, after their mocking 
ceased. 
They put His own clothes back on and led Him away to be 
crucified. 
21And Simeon, a Cyrenian, who passed by out of the coun-
try, the father of Rufus and Alexander; 
they compelled to carry the cross. 
22“They brought Him to Golgotha, which means, “The place 
of the skull.” 
23They offered Him wine with myrrh, but He received none. 
24And when they had crucified Him, and parted His gar-
ments, 
they cast lots to decide which part each man should take. 
25It was the third hour when He was crucified, 
26and over Him, the accusation, “King of the Jews!” was su-
perscripted. 
27They crucified two thieves with Him, one on His left, the 
other on His right hand, 
28and so was fulfilled the Scripture which said, “He was 
numbered with the transgressors!” 
29Those who passed by railed at Him, wagging their heads 
and saying, “Ah, You who destroy the temple and rebuild it 
in three days, 
30“now save Yourself. Come down from the cross!” 
“Physician heal Yourself!” This between their teeth they 
tossed. 
31Likewise the chief priests, mocking, said among them-

selves, 

“He saved others; He cannot save Himself. 
32Let Christ the King of Israel now come down from the 
cross, that we may see and believe!”  

And the thieves also reviled Him, as He suffered pain for all 
of these. 
33Darkness was over the whole land, from the sixth hour to 

the ninth, 
34and at the ninth hour, with a loud voice, Jesus cried, 
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani,” which, when interpreted 

means, 

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

Jesus bore all the pain that before this He received; 
but now, oh, no, not this, “My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?” 
35And some that stood by, when they heard the sound, said, 

“He calls for Elijah!”  
36And one went and brought a sponge and filled it with vine-

gar and placed it on a reed and gave Him to drink,  
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saying, “Let Him alone now; let us see whether Elijah will 

come and take Him down from the cross.” 
37And Jesus died, after He cried out aloud, 

and the voice of His cry summed up His painful ordeal, 
a throbbing persistent echo of pain as death brought Him re-
lief! 
38And from the top to the bottom, the veil of the temple was 

torn in two. 
39When the centurion who stood beside Him saw He died 

after crying out, 

he said, “Indeed, this was truly the Son of God!” 
40There were also some women, looking on from far away: 

Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James the less, 

and Joses and Salome, 
41who also followed Him and ministered to Him when He was 

in Galilee. 

They had felt His every pain, as the moments dragged on tor-
turously. 
And many other women came with Him to Jerusalem. 
42When evening came, because it was the preparation, that is, 
the day before Sabbath, 
43Joseph of Arimathaea, a honorable counselor, who also 

waited on God’s kingdom,  

came to Pilate boldly and requested Jesus’ body; 
44and Pilate marveled asking if He was dead already. 
45He gave Joseph the body, when the centurion affirmed His 

death. 
46He bought fine linen and took Him down, and wrapped Him 

in it and laid Him in a sepulcher which was cut out of a rock. 

He rolled a stone over the door, and so the sepulcher was 

sealed shut. 
47Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed 

and saw the place where He was being laid.  

As the quiet serene evening, calmly belied the traumatic, tu-
multuous and eternally significant pain-filled, punishing day! 

CWDS Bible Quotes 

They accused Him of many things among themselves but 
could find nothing; none of their witnesses agreed, yet 
they came accusing Him of many things before Pilate 
expecting Him to agree; He answered nothing.  

Never be hung up on a moment, good or bad, be hung up on 
fulfillment, for moments will change and shift, but every 
changing moment must take you to fulfillment. 

The same mouth to cry ‘Hosanna’ may be the same mouth to 
cry ‘Away with Him! Crucify Him!’ yet the same hands 
they pushed away and pierced are the same hands 
stretched out to heal them and to invite them into His king-
dom. 

It is demonic humor to see in every age the amazing things 
people trade the King and the kingdom for: death, depres-
sion, drugs, evil companions, sex, Barabbas and other 
murderers of their lives and of their destiny. 

It is not the evil you have done that determines the evil they do 
to you, but the evil that is driving them and the envy in 
their hearts. 

Injustice has the loudest voice and the lowest blows.  
They did not ask for Him to be scourged but our sicknesses 

demanded it; Pilate obliged being caught up in a spiritual 
moment he could not understand or escape. 

Mockery is the greatest expression of the devil’s fear about you; mockery is 
the greatest confirmation of your spiritual truth; mockery is the purest 
reality of your destiny mocking the devil; mockery is an invitation to 
God to move on your behalf. 

They commanded Simon to take up His cross by force; He compels us to 
take up our cross by love; yet He commanded us to take up our cross 
before He took to the cross Himself, for we are not taking upon our-
selves His cross, we are taking ours in pursuit of Him. 

So much time is spent by the religious dividing His garments and counting 
the spoils; we get lost in the economic reality for we miss the spiritual 
significance of the cross. 

Jesus did not die in bad company, the robbers died in good company. It is 
very bad to be in the presence of the Lord Jesus, to experience His 
cross, to see His blood, and not encounter Him and change compa-
nies. 

When envy has its day it will boil you in the fat of your goodness saying, 
“He saved others, now He cannot save Himself.”  

If you go down pulling others down you will have no help up or hope up-
wards; you will have sealed your fate down like the thief on the cross. 

God has nothing to do with sin, even if it is on His own Son; He forsook His 
Son in sin. 

There is none to do good as Jesus; if God forsook Jesus on the cross be-
cause of your sins, not His, how will He embrace you because of your 
goodness with you still clinging to the sins that He forsook His Son 
for? 

The real sacrifice of Calvary was not the excruciating death on the cross, 
but Love turning its back on Love, the unthinkable; the separation of 
the Father and the Son, the inconceivable. 

Women will always minister to men willing to selflessly minister; they will 
always gather to men willing to sacrifice. This is one for your mar-
riage.  

There are some who may not regard you in life but they will recognize and 
acknowledge you in death if you remain faithful.  

God may not take you down from your cross but He will take the kingdom 
down to the people, and draw the people to your cross, because of 
the cross you bear. 

Use your prominence to do something significant and of permanence for 
the body of Christ. 

You may not have the privilege of the body of Jesus but you can lobby in 
the highest places for the body of Christ; you may not get the chance 
to host His body in your tomb but you can host the body of Christ 
which is alive in the earth today. 

Stir up the boldness necessary to do what you need to do for the body of 
Christ even if it takes you out of your comfort zone.  

His death on the cross brought eternity to time; the stone on His tomb 
sealed His body away in time, from time, but only for a time; the body 
of Christ was destined to rise and be dominant in the earth. 

PRAYER POINTS 
Mighty God, let every covetous spirit seeking a voice of accusation against 

the righteous receive angelic fire, in the name of Jesus. 
I declare that I will fulfil my purpose, I will ride my devils to my destiny. 

Amen  
I will be like You my Lord Jesus, my hands are extended to my enemies, 

my love to those who hate me. Amen.  
Jesus, I refuse to trade You for glut, greed, pleasure, pressure, pride or 

material things; I refuse to sell myself short. Amen.  
I speak comfort and angelic defense to every believer kneeling at the 

sword of envy, in the name of Jesus. 
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SPECIAL FEATURES OF  

THE CWDS BIBLE 

THE FOLLOWING ARE FEATURES UNIQUE TO THIS BOOK: 

Readers will take a glimpse into the heart of the God of nations through the excerpts of the national anthems of the many nations cap-

tured in the dedication of the CWDS Bible and appropriately termed “The Psalms of Nations.” Many will agree that this feature, which 

could easily be appended to the book of Psalms, amounts to nothing less than a glossary of modern Psalms of nations. 

WORSHIP INTRODUCTION 

One of the unique features of the CWDS Bible is a worship introduction to every chapter. This short poetic introduction, that reads in 

many cases like the verse or refrain of a song, captures the main theme, text and spirit of the chapter in a manner that aids memoriza-

tion and introduces a theme that in many cases is woven into the chapter to make the chapter come alive as a story and stays alive in 

the memory as the text. 

THE CWDS BIBLE QUOTES 

Another feature of the Caribbean Worship and Devotional Study Bible, is the Bible Quotes feature at the end of every chapter. The 

quotes, study notes and highlights combined with the prayers(see below), make each chapter of the CWDS Bible a complete devo-

tional. Some quotes are basic notes while others are so deep and profound it will make the reader take a second look at the scripture 

and pause for deep meditation. 

SERMON PREPARATION 

Those who prepare sermons or exhortations will find that any quote can lead to a complete sermon. 

Example 

Quote#10 of Genesis 2:  You will be amazed at what the Lord can bring out of you if you will rest in His hands. 

Step 1 : Find related text  

Genesis 2 vs 21-23  

Oh, garden, where the Lord God caused Adam to sleep,  

and took one of his rib to form someone he thought was rather neat,  

his own flesh and bone. 

God took the rib from Adam and closed up the flesh. 

The Lord God made the rib into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 

And Adam said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;  

 she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 

Step 2: Dissecting the key Quote: Take the key points and elaborate  
Quote#10 of Genesis 2:  You will be amazed at what the Lord can bring out of you if you will rest in His hands. 

Two Key points 

What God can bring out of you 

Rest in His hands 

POINT A: WHAT GOD CAN BRING OUT OF YOU IN THIS CONTEXT MEANS: 

In man was the deposit for woman 

God was able to identify it; He placed it there 

Step 2b: Practical relation – relate the quote and text to your audience 

Can you identify the deposits in you that the Lord has placed there? 

The truth is you will never know the full extent until you rest in His hands. 

Only the manufacturer of a product knows the full potential of the thing he creates, that is why he gives you a manual to bring it out; you study the manual, or 

soak up the word. 



We have added a full FUN WITH CWDS QUOTES game segment at the end of this book, broken down 

into three exciting, inspiring and educating set of challenges. You will have fun studying the Bible with 

these games. 

 

PRAYERS 

The CWDS Bible completes the devotional experience of each chapter with prayers. 

These prayers are formed from the passage and quotes and bring the readers to the place of praying the word. 

By praying the word you put a seal on what you have received from the chapter and you complete the first step of putting the lessons 

into practice.  

It also is a means of receiving the promises in the word and attracting the blessings to your life. 

There are so many prayers that can be prayed from every chapter of the Bible, both personal and intercessory and we at the CWDS 

Bible encourage you to read the entire Bible and pray. Write your own prayer emphasis and pray, pray, pray. Pray your way through 

the Bible and pray the Bible throughout your way. It will change your life completely.   

The CWDS Bible is a prayer book. To maximize the experience: 

Associate each prayer with the scripture passage to attract the faith of precedence and acknowledge spiritual relevance. 

State the prayer point audibly. 

Seal each prayer by praying in the Spirit or just praising for about 60 seconds. 

THE CHILDREN AND FAMILY DEVOTIONAL 

Parents will find that any chapter is a complete family devotion.  

Read through a book with your children, three to five chapters daily and you will be surprised at their understanding and apprecia-

tion of the word after this exercise. 

We will now look at some of the features that make this Bible a worship and devotional study Bible. 

 

A WORSHIP BIBLE 
The essence of many Bible passages and experience of Bible characters is encounter and worship; worship that triggers an en-

counter with God or an encounter with God that triggers worship. 

His writing style is consistent throughout the CWDS Bible and readers will find that worship moments are captured in memorization 

verse formats throughout this presentation. 

In the CWDS Bible, all scriptures containing songs of the Bible, including those expressing worship and praises to God, are rewritten 

to enhance the rhythmic appeal and the melodic quality of the song. This is evident throughout the Book of Psalms.  

A DEVOTIONAL BIBLE 

Readers will find each chapter of the CWDS Bible to be a complete devotional experience. 

Every Chapter of the CWDS Bible begins with a memorization verse which summarizes the chapter and introduces a theme. The 

scripture content of most chapters are then woven into the theme to present the Word, as common to most translations and para-

phrases of the Bible, with a devotional quality. 

Bible stories and dramas are related in such a manner as to heighten their appeal and to enhance the devotional experience of the 

reader as each chapter interblends the message of the theme. In every chapter, the lessons for practical application come out at the 

reader as they read the chapter.  
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History is known for this 

The emotions disarray that pain will mix 

Make hormones flow and pressure range 

When anxiety rides on the setting rain 

But never had it been spoken of 

Pain and agony’s boiling pot 

Not mental just, but physical reach 

Where vessels burst and mixture breach 

No physical wound; no, never seen 

Such an unconventional pain-mixing machine  
 
The producer was busy preparing the setting for the most iconic and important scene his-
tory would ever shoot. Much though had gone into planning. “Should I choose the temple? 
Perhaps no. Too religious and common a setting. He would be easily identifiable and would 
be in the arms of  His enemies. They must come for Him. The betrayer must have His day. 
A desert, that would certainly allow for seclusion? No, must be easily accessible and a place 
one would resort to for rest and relaxation. A garden? Perfect! Must be a garden that is not 
used all the time. Must be large enough to allow individuals to have their own space. Must 
be empty for this scene. He can be over there. Perfect! His three lieutenants can be… over 
there; perfect! Some distance away. He will need personal time.” 

Ready, set, go!  
No, this was not a created scene; it was real life. This was no play acting. Could it 

be…? The blood that mixed with His sweat looked like a scene out of  movie but… but 
this was no acting. This was too real. This was a moment the mystery of  the science of  the 
human body was being redefined by pain. Never has it been heard before that human sweat 
turned to blood and never again would it be. This is no scene the producer could have pro-
duced. This is something science cannot explain. This is something worthy of  investigation 

and analysis. The deep mysteries of  the moment are about to be unveiled in this book. 
~~~~~~~ 

The setting was a scenic and somewhat isolated garden. It was a place that connect-
ed the heart with the silent yet audible serenading melody of  nature. It made a perfect place 
for a quiet retreat and prayer.  This person had made it a personal prayer retreat for Him-
self  and His mentees.  

Today would be so different. He was here with His three lieutenants.  

PAIN: THE UNCONVENTIONAL MIXING MACHINE 



~~~~~~~ 
He was kneeling there in silence with no desire or passion for sleep. If  sleep was to 

venture near, the mental distress would scare it way.  
This was what appeared to be Jesus’ weakest moment yet it would inspire such great 
strength in His followers. 
He turned His anguish to prayer. His prayer was agonizing because His prayer found its 
rest in His destiny and His destiny sapped the energy from His prayer.  

The target of  His prayer was the object of  His pain and His resignation to the mo-
ment. 
If  you understand this parable you will understand His agony but you don’t have to agonize 
to understand it, it will be explained in detail in this book. 

The energy with which He prayed and the energy with which He agonized caused 
Him to sweat and not just to sweat ordinarily but to sweat profusely. The struggle that was 
taking place inside Him almost had the effect of  a literal fight. Although it was a fight in-
ternally, it was a fight with Himself  and with His destiny. It caused blood to be shed. His 
blood vessels burst in His sweat glands with such proportion they poured into the sweat 
that was on His body. His sweat was so profuse that it dropped from Him like great drops, 
like rain drops. In those drops was the blood and the blood was red. That was an agonizing 
moment like few have ever encountered. It is very hard to imagine. 

The question is why would this great inspirer of  confidence and assurance sweat so 
much because of  anticipation of  what was to come? Was He afraid of  death, the same 
death His followers face so boldly?  
Many of  this Man’s followers would die in very agonizing ways: some at the stake, burnt, 
Peter who was fast asleep, would be crucified upside down, some pelted with stones, some 
by physical and mental torture, abused in every way, bodies torn apart, yet they still held 
firm with their confidence and their joy even intensified. Peter and John would be whipped 
maliciously with flesh-tearing power yet they would rejoice that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for this Man. This Man who seems to not just be ordinarily fearful about 
the death He was about to face, but extraordinarily fearful, so much that He sweated blood. 
Why would the Son of  God agonize so much about something that was easily His destiny? 
Why would it cause Him so much pain and cause this level of  reaction within His body? 
Could it be the suffering He would suffer on the cross? And indeed He suffered. Could it 
be the rejection He would face? Could it be the nails that pierced His hand? Why, why?  
Was it the death or was it the depth, that went beyond the death and the suffering to some-
thing else? What could that something else be that inspired this blood-sweating moment? 
Is there more to this moment than meets the eye? 
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The fourth ‘C’ that is pivotal to seeing the prayers of the national anthem become a mani-

fest reality in this nation is Covenant. Jamaica has called God into this vow they have made to 

do some very practical things. They call it the national pledge. It is binding on every Jamaican 
citizen and God and all mankind is the mediator to ensure we fulfill our word. “Well, if yuh neva 

mean I, yuh shudda neva call Mi!” 

Would it be reasonable to expect God to answer our prayers, anthem, to Him without us keeping 

our pledge made before Him? It is even more preposterous because many of the commitments 

made in the pledge are the same things we have prayed for in the anthem. “A wha dis! Luk lik wi 

tung tie!” 

 We will examine the commitments in the pledge because every Jamaican needs to be 

taught them, instructed in them, made conscious of them, reminded of them every day, educat-

ed in the implications of them at the home first, in the schools, in the communities, in the me-

dia, and in churches; be educators about them in a determined way because the implication is 

personal first and national also. We may be fighting a negative wind in many of our pursuits be-
cause of broken covenant, or should I say, vows made before God taken lightly and casually.  

 

There is no known cure  

for an unknown curse 

No known weapon 

For an unknown assailant 

No known remedy 

But penitent repentance 

When the cause is the breach of covenant 

 

Before we do, let us look at the foundation of these pledges and the full revelation of what we 
have been born into as Jamaicans. 

BEFORE GOD AND ALL MANKIND 

 

There is nothing to compel an individual like taking an oath or making a vow, a pledge, 

or even a commitment. In the national courts, this commitment gets serious and becomes legally 
binding when we add a witness, just one witness; perhaps another Jamaican. It shows how seri-

ous you are about the commitment and that you want to be held to account for it. This commit-

ment becomes mind-boggling when you call all mankind in every nation of the earth, all eight 

billion plus to hold you accountable. Because Jamaica has done this, there is shame poured on 

any Jamaican, anywhere, who is not living up to their oath or obligation pledged. You have 
asked all mankind to be cognizant of the oath you have taken, the responsibility you carry being 

a Jamaican, the high standard you have set for yourself by being a citizen of this country, to 

hold you accountable and to measure you against the standards of the pledge you have made. 

You are telling everyone in every nation of the earth not to take you seriously if you are violating 

your pledge, not to employ you because you are not honest or trustworthy, not to marry you, or 

enter into any agreement with you because you are a liar and a deceiver. You are asking the 
courts of every nation to condemn you without even hearing you because you are deceptive and 

 COVENANT 



Due to its implication, nothing should be spared in educating Jamaicans about the re-

sponsibility they carry. 

 According to various online sources, a pledge is a solemn promise or undertaking, a thing 
that is given as security for the fulfillment of a contract or the payment of a debt and is liable to 

forfeiture in the event of failure. It is a solemn promise or agreement to do or refrain from doing 

something. It is something delivered as security for the payment of a debt. A vow uses the same 

terms as a pledge. A vow is a solemn promise or assertion; specifically, one by which a person is 

bound to an act, service, or condition: Cambridge dictionary. The free dictionary considers a vow 

as a solemn or earnest pledge or promise binding the person making it to perform a specified act 
or behave in a certain way. An example is the marriage vows.  

The severity of the Jamaican national pledge intensifies because it doesn’t stop with ask-

ing all mankind to hold us accountable, or should I say, it doesn’t start there. We have called 

God as a witness to this pledge, rather as the first witness to our pledge.  We have asked Him to 

hold us accountable. We have asked Him to treat us as deceivers and liars if we fail to keep our 
commitment. Now, lying lips are an abomination to the Lord. He is the truth and there is no de-

ception in Him. Once God is called to be witness to a pledge it becomes our vow to Him. It is like 

a sworn statement. Ignoring our vows or failure to deliberately perform them is sin and where 

this is perpetuated it becomes an iniquity. Now, if we regard iniquity in our hearts God will not 

hear us, Psalms 66:18. In effect, we have asked God not to consider us or answer our prayers if 

we fail to fulfil our obligation we have made to do the things we are about to examine, the indi-
vidual responsibilities of our pledge as Jamaicans. The language may seem very strong but if we 

understand God, we will know it is hard to separate Him from His word. The world was created 

by His word and is upheld by His word. He does not take words lightly. The Bible tells us that 

His word is more important to Him than His name, Psalms 138:2. If we are not allowed to take 

His name lightly or in vain, how much more His word, or our word to Him? 
 We now examine a few of the many scriptures which speak to vows and our obligation to 

keep them. In Numbers 30:2, we are instructed that if anyone makes a vow to the LORD, same as 

saying, ‘Before God’, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he shall not break 

his word; he shall do according to all that comes out of his mouth. According to Proverbs 20:25, 

it is a snare for a person to devote something as holy impulsively, and afterward to reconsid-

er his vows. It is important to understand here that any vow made to God or before God is holy 
or consecrated, it gives Him the right to demand it. 

In accordance with Deuteronomy 23:21-23 and the corresponding quotes from the CWDS Bible: 
21“When you make a vow, do not delay to pay it, for the Lord your God will require it of you, and 

to you it will be sin. 
22“But if you abstain from making a vow, it shall not be sin to you. 
23“For if you should speak it, then you shall keep and perform it, for you made the vow you 

spoke to the Lord your God voluntarily. 

Hold your tongue and refrain rather than vow and not pay, because your vow will commit you 
to the obligation that requires fulfilment. 

Your vow is your law from heaven; break it and heaven holds you accountable. It is best to 
hold your tongue than for your tongue to hold you bound. 

In various passages in Psalms, the psalmist declared and rejoiced over the fact that he paid his 

vows. There is nothing wrong with making a vow, the wrong begins when you fail to perform it. 

In Psalm 22:25, he says, “My praise will be of You in the great congregation; I will pay my vows 

before those who fear Him.” In Psalm 50:14, he says, “Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay 

your vows to the Most High.”  
Failure to keep a vow made before God can shut up your heavens and lead to frustration, 

lack and poverty. This does not matter if you are not conscious of the vow. In the days of David, 

the most blessed and prospered king in Israel, there were three years of famine.  

 BEFORE GOD AND ALL MANKIND 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2030%3A2&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%2020%3A25&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2022%3A25&version=NKJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2050%3A14&version=NKJV


David asked himself, “How could this be? This is spiritual, what have I done wrong?”  

There is nothing that happens in the natural that does not have a spiritual origin. He asked God 

and God said, “It is because Saul murdered the Gibeonites.” This is found in 2 Samuel 21. Who 
were the Gibeonites? They were a nation that Israel was supposed to have wiped out when they 

came from Egypt and occupied Canaan. The Gibeonites fooled them into making a vow before 

God not to destroy them. They tricked them by play acting that they were coming from very far. 

Joshua did not consult with God and so he and the elders of Israel gave them their vow. They 

later found out they were neighbors who lived very near. They could do nothing but put them to 

tribute. A vow made before God is very serious; it cannot be taken casually. Saul violated this by 
killing many of them when he was king and the anger of the Lord was revealed in the days of Da-

vid. Israel suffered drought, poverty and starvation for three years. The Jamaican pledge made 

before God cannot be taken lightly or casually. 

 Ecclesiastes 5:1-5 is a very interesting passage. It suggests that everyone who makes a 

vow but fails to perform it is a fool and that giving excuses after vowing makes God angry. We 
will take this from the CWDS Bible, the Jamaican-authored Bible.  

 

We can conclude that there are no vows or pledge that you have made or are committed to 
that can be taken flippantly. Those who sign as guarantee for a third-party will understand, 

especially if the third-party defaults. Wake up, it’s true! As a Jamaican you have entered into 

a pledge that prevents you from living ordinary or being ordinary.  

 BEFORE GOD AND ALL MANKIND 

5It is better you had not vowed  

than you should vow and not pay.  
6Do not allow your mouth to cause your flesh  
to sin by the things you say.  

Neither say before the angel,  

“This was an error; I spoke wrong!”  

Why should your excuse make God angry  

and He destroys the works of your hands?  

CWDS Bible Quotes 
Emotions must not drive your devotion; an 
unpaid vow is deleterious. It is best to have 
an unmade vow than an unpaid vow. 
Your satisfaction is not based on how 
much you invest, but how much your heart 
is invested; satisfaction does not come from 

how much you make in return, but that 
your heart is happy with the returns. 
Money is a tool you control, it should not 
control you; it is an instrument you use, it 
should not use you; if you can trample on 
money, money should not trample on you.  

CWDS PRAYER POINTS 

Holy and righteous God, I hold my word 

as precious as You hold Yours; I will pay 

my vows. Amen. 

YOU know him, yes, you know him!  

You know a fool by his many words.  

Be more ready to hear, ready to listen,  
Than your desire to be heard.  

When all your goods come with labor,  

Then your sleep will be sweet.  

If God gives you riches, rejoice!  

It is a Godly gift.  

Yet, here is a lesson for you to learn:  
A fool is known by his many words.  

ECCLESIASTES  5 
1When you go to the house of God,  

it is a time to restrain your foot;  

be more ready to hear  
than to offer the sacrifice of fools,  

for they do not consider the evil they do.  
2Do not be rash with your mouth;  

do not have a hasty heart.  

Do not be hasty to utter anything before the 

Lord,  
for God is in heaven and you are on earth;  

therefore, let your words be few.  
3A dream comes through much business.  

By his many words you know a fool.  
4When you vow a vow to God,  
hasten to make it good.  

Pay what you have vowed;  

He has no pleasure in fools.  



You may change your name but you cannot change your birthplace. You cannot just marry a 

woman or a man and choose to dismiss the relationship, you may end up dismissing significant 

portions of your wealth and your children in the process.  
It is very obvious Jamaicans, just by being citizens have been committed to something that 

has significant implications on their well-being and something that God holds them accountable 

for. Should it not be the focus of public education? Indeed, the nation should be instructed and 

educated in this very important implication of being a Jamaican. There is a demand on every 

Jamaican but no command or consciousness to fulfill based on the absence of public education. 

We demand taxes as a nation from every citizen and we educate them about their responsibility 
and how to be compliant, but the pledge which is so profound to our well-being, welfare, pros-

perity and therefore, public purse; to our charity, brotherhood, productivity, peace and therefore, 

crime prevention, we ignore and invest little or nothing to promulgate.  

For those who say that they have not consciously entered into these commitments, unfortu-

nately this does not absolve you.  
Numbers 30 shows God’s attitude towards our response once we hear it. I will give the full pas-

sage here from the CWDS Bible. 

xxxxxxxxxx 

 

 

 

CONFESSION 

I am Jamaican. I am bound before God and man to the national pledge. 

I will consciously and intentionally fulfil my pledge 

I am not a fool nor will I offer the sacrifice of fools 

I refuse to take my pledge lightly or treat it as a ritual 

I understand that God does not take any vow made before Him lightly 

I understand that God is holding me accountable to keep my vow 

I will take the necessary time to understand my obligation under these vows 

I understand that failure to be faithful can block my heavens and God’s response to me 

I refuse to have my heavens blocked 

I refuse to pray as vain rituals without expectation of an answer 

I want the full attention and generous response of my heavenly Father at all times 

I will not be the reason for God to ignore our national prayers 

I will be one to stand and usher in the new season of favor and answers for this nation. 

 

 BEFORE GOD AND ALL MANKIND 



 

TO THINK HONESTLY 

 
The seventh and final pledge of Jamaica’s national anthem is: “Before God and all 

mankind I pledge/vow to think honestly.”  

 

Thinking honestly: 

Is not something for you to ask, like a cup for drinking 

You commit to change your thoughts, yes, your way of thinking 
Not something for you to do, you commit to tell the truth 

The whole truth, believe you 

Yes, if you don’t believe you, how can we believe you? 

No, no one will receive you if they don’t believe you 

Believe you? 
Yes, you may not deceive me, but you may deceive you 

Believe me! Not something for you to say but for you to live truth 

To speak something and never change even when it hurts you 

Those who know you over time will attest you are truth 

You and your word, one and the same, no deceit is in you 

Counterfeit, sham, bogus, fake cannot be used to name you 
You don’t search right words to say when you are being interviewed 

You don’t listen to lies, gossip, slander, you turn away from fake news 

You’re not a scam, or fraudulent; not something that you do 

You’re not one person behind closed doors than you are in plain view 

You don’t use make-up to hide the truth that pride refuse to be viewed 
No pretending, conning or tricking 

Looking into the eyes with confidence no blinking 

Perfect love casts out fear, no shades or inkling 

Won’t rob employer time and claim entitlement  

What you see is what you get, that is honest thinking 

O, believe you:  
Yet you quickly change computer screens when somebody sees you 

And you change stories so fast based on who you speak to 

And you are making quick adjustments when someone is in view 

No, if you don’t believe yourself then how can we believe you? 

For honest thinking 
Is not something for you to ask, like a cup for drinking 

You indeed, commit to change your thoughts, yes, your way of thinking. 

 

Honest thinking is more than just you being honest but honesty being you. It is when 

being honest is just who you are. Philippians 4:8 commands us to meditate always on whatever 

is true, honest, pure, lovely, excellent and praiseworthy. Honesty is not something to commit 
only to our mouths but it is to condition our thoughts. 

According to Wikipedia: Honesty is a facet of moral character that connotes positive and 

virtuous attributes such as integrity, truthfulness, straightforwardness, including straightfor-

wardness of conduct, along with the absence of lying, cheating, theft, etc. Honesty also involves 

being trustworthy, loyal, fair, and sincere. Honesty is valued in many ethnic and religious cul-
tures. "Honesty is the best policy" is a proverb of Edwin Sandys, while the quote "Honesty is the 

first chapter in the book of wisdom" is attributed to Thomas Jefferson, as used in a letter to Na-

thaniel Macon. April 30 is National Honesty Day in the United States.  

 THINKING HONESTLY 



There is a memory verse we are taught from infancy in our schools: 

Speak the truth and speak it ever 
Cost it what it will 
He who hides the wrong he’s done 
Does the wrong thing still. 

The purpose of this memory verse is to condition our hearts to thinking truth. It does not deny 

that there may be consequences for telling the truth, but it asserts that the better reward is hon-

esty. In most cases, the penalty will be mitigated and sometimes completely forgiven if you are 

considered an honest person. According to Glen Duncan, “To tell the truth is a beautiful act even 
if the truth itself is ugly.”  

Since this vow is made before God, we will quickly look at God’s view on truth. According to 

the Bible, God can only be worshipped in truth. Jesus asserted in John 14:1 that, “I am the 

truth.” According to this statement, truth is not just personified but truth is a person, God. In 

verse 17 of the same chapter, the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of truth. John 1:17 spoke of Je-
sus becoming flesh, saying we beheld His glory, full of grace and truth. This quality is con-

trasting with the devil whom the Bible calls a liar from the beginning and the father of lies. This 

is found in John 8:44. It goes on to assert that everyone who speaks lies is deceived if they claim 

God as their father; the DNA test will reveal the truth that they are fathered by the devil. God 

passionately hates a lie. According to Proverbs 12:22, He utterly detests lying lips, it is an abom-

ination to Him. It is repeated in Proverbs 6 among the things the Lord hates; in verse 17 He 
hates a lying tongue and in verse 19, He hates a false witness who utters lies. This is why Ja-

maica’s vows in the national pledge cannot be ignored or taken lightly. God sees failure to per-

form all vows made before Him as the perpetration of a lie. It is deception assuming intent or at 

best unfaithfulness. God treats all liars like their father, the devil. Revelation 21:8 says that all 

liars shall have their place in the lake of fire that was created for the devil and his angels.  
 So, what is honest thinking? 

Honest thinking is refusal to deceive. Deceit is contemplated trickery (dishonest thinking). It is a 

marketing technique to sell a lie using false packaging; where the lie is packaged as the truth. 

Deceit is making someone believe or take action based on false or withheld information. Laban 

deceived Jacob by giving him Leah instead of Rachel whom he labored seven years for. He not 

also gave him the wrong woman as wife for life, but he packed her in a fully financed and well-
celebrated party and an official ceremony. Jacob is not faulted as a deceiver for taking Esau’s 

birthright, Esau was given the facts and he accepted a bad deal. He however, on the instructions 

of his mother, planned and executed a deception party for his father to steal his brother’s bless-

ing. The Bible instructs us against deceit. 1 Peter 2 tells us to put away malice, deceit, hypocrisy 

(dishonest thinking), envy and evil speaking. Job in Job 27:4 stated that his lips will not speak 

wickedness nor will his tongue utter deceit.  Psalms 5:6 says the Lord abhors, yes, utterly hates 
a deceitful person. Proverbs 12:17 says that an honest person declares righteousness but a false 

witness deceives; Proverbs 14:25 states that a deceitful witness speaks lies; Proverbs 14:5&24 

states that a faithful witness never lies but a deceiver tells lies; Proverbs 12:20 says that those 

who plan evil and scams have deceit in their heart. Interestingly, Proverbs 17:20 states that eve-

ryone with a deceitful heart, who refuses to think honestly, will find nothing good in life and 
from life; Proverbs 20:17 takes this further, it states that they may gain wealth immediately 

which tastes sweet in their mouth but it will be like gravel, painful and trouble in the end. Solo-

mon goes on in Proverbs 26:24 & 26 to say that when we deceive a person, lie to them, pretend, 

it is an act of animosity and hatred. 

 Honest thinking is refusing to betray. Judas in the Bible comes to mind first when we 

think of betrayal but many Jamaicans have their own personal experience. Betrayal is pretend-
ing to be supporting a person but using your proximity to destroy or defeat them. It is pretend-

ing friendship and love when you oppose and are actively fighting that person. Betrayal is doing 

the opposite of the faithfulness you have committed to by verbal or non-verbal action.  

 THINKING HONESTLY 



Honest thinking contrasts and conflicts with betrayal; they cannot exist in the same person. 

Proverbs 19:5 emphasizes that a false witness will not go unpunished and those who tell lies will 

never escape. 
  Honest witness never gossips. Gossip is speaking second-hand information and surmis-

ing as if it is a fact or at least with the intent that others will believe it to be so. Even if it is a 

fact, once you are not an eyewitness makes it second-hand and commits you to avow the integri-

ty of the person you heard it from and of the source of the information. Many times, the truth is 

twisted as it is passed from one person to the other and as people avail themselves to be liars. 

Proverbs 29:12 says if a leader pays attention to lies, all his servants will become wicked. You 
cannot think honestly and listen to or spread gossip.  

 Honest witness never slanders. You cannot be an honest witness and slander. Slander is 

spreading negative information about a third party, however true. As Jamaicans, you are com-

mitted to brotherhood. Slander opposes your brotherhood and therefore makes you a liar. Slan-

dering is an act of hostility and hate. You are committed to love, to restore, to speak life. You will 

never slander your child no matter how guilty they are, unless you are a fool. Instead, you deal 
with the issues privately and in the confidence of professionals as you help them to overcome 

and publicly you encourage, affirm and support them.     

 CONFESSION 

I am Jamaican 

I speak the truth at all times 

The value of integrity is more precious to me than the friends or valuables I may lose being hon-

est 

My success will not be built on a lie 

I am not a thief or a cheat 
I hate deception; I will not deceive 

I will have no association with the devil; not even the tiniest lie 

My word is precious to me; I will keep my word at all times; I will pay my vows. 

I refuse to make a promise I cannot keep; I refuse to default on any promise I have made 

I refuse to manipulate 
I refuse to slander or to gossip 

I refuse to be an authority on a subject I have no knowledge of 

I refuse to hide facts to manipulate an outcome 

I refuse to earn a living or an income from dishonesty 

I can be trusted 

I will do whatever I say 
My word is more valuable to me than my name or a good name 

I will accept responsibility for my errors or failure  

I lean on the mercies of God; I am not perfect but I am honest 

I refuse to magnify anything for personal benefit. 

I refuse boasting and pride 
I will not change facts for advantage 

Honesty is my primary nature; I find lies to be disgusting 

Honesty commits me to hard work; I will not cut corners 

I will not embrace the spirit of entitlement; no one owes me anything; I will pursue honest living 

I live in constant appreciation of every contribution to my life and I will be expressive about it 

I will make a contribution to the life of others as an expression of my gratitude 
My spouse and my children will trust me; I refuse to betray this trust 

Honesty defines me. 

 THINKING HONESTLY 





John began to relate to his father his revelations: “Daddy, the priests of old exhausted 

themselves with fixed routines and arduous duties to minister to, intercede for, and 
represent the people to God and God to the people. This duty of presenting God to 
man is nothing but hard work.” 
His father smiled and responded, “Tell me about your work.” 

“I had read the Bible with your eyes and I saw it. It was like an open vision, as 
real as talking to you now. 
I was taken back to the tabernacle in the days of Aaron and I heard them and saw 
them in action.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
“I am so exhausted; this was a grueling day.” 

“Which day isn’t Ithamar? I sprinkled the blood of about 500 burnt sacrifices today, 
cleaned them up and burnt them on the altar.” 
“Not to count the fire wood, the meat offerings and all the other holy rituals.” 
“It does take determination and dedication brother. It takes a special grace to be a 
priest and I am happy we have it.” 
“It is really an honor to serve the people and to serve God in this way.” 
“It is also very important for us to represent the people. Without God, we are not a na-
tion. Without us, how can the people serve God as He prescribed?” 
“That is why I am able to do this brother. It is an honor to be selected to serve God in 
this way.” 
“Indeed, it is. We stand between the people and their carnal rebellious ways. We facili-
tate them serving the Lord. 
“And the people, they revere us. Almost worship us.” 
“Some envy us though. They say we have it easy. That we get provision without 
work.” 
“Pity they do not understand…” 
“Yes, this is work, arduous work but it is a labor of love.” 
“Zzzzzz” 
“Ithamar…Ithamar” 
“Zzzzz.” 
“I guess there is no better way to express it than giving in to the demand of the body 
for sleep.” 
I am so tired too myself. Wish I did not have to get up to trim the lamps. God’s instruc-
tion is that the lamp must never go out. Yaaaawn! The oil of intercession must keep 
burn…zzzz.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
“My son,” his father said, looking at him with understanding and appreciation in 

his eyes. “How do you interpret this vision?” 
“Father, it is very obvious. Ministry is hard and disciplined work. To represent 

Christ in these end times will require the same dedicated obligatory discipline as the 
Old Testament priests.  

 

A CALL TO WORK PRIESTHOOD 



No one’s potential offering can be overlooked or ignored. Every sinner’s potential sac-
rifice of their heart should be greeted, assisted and conveyed to the altar. We can nev-
er allow the light of our intercession to go out. Fire must always be burning on the al-
tar.  The work of the kingdom must take precedence to casual day-to-day life. It must 
be every believer’s duty that places us in an obligatory responsibility to our heavenly 
calling. Father…” John paused. “Could it be that God wants to clothe every believer 
with the mindset of work and an attitude towards the end-time harvest as the Aaronic 
priesthood had towards Israel? Did He not make us all kings and priests?” 

“Father, are you ok?” the concern in John’s voice was evident and urgent. His 
father had attempted to laugh out loud and the sheer effort caused a ripple of pain to 
grip his face. John stopped his reflection then to attend to him. 
“I am,” came the weak response. 
“You have gone well ahead of me. I am always impressed by your diligence but it ap-
pears the Holy Spirit has been teaching you Himself. This subject is at the very heart 
of His mission on earth. Check with history and our world today; every successful 
kingdom citizen has work ethics that is very disciplined and sacrificial.  This is some-
thing every believer needs as the times progressively become eviler and more de-
monic. The end-time harvest requires urgency and the attitude of work. Jesus is com-
ing soon.”  

John listened to his father intently. His voice was still weak but his face had a 
pleasant and very radiant look. His father unconsciously loosened his tight grip on life 
just a little. He was a step closer to letting go now. He still needed to take his son fur-
ther to cement this lesson in him. No, he would not let go of life just yet. He would de-
termine when it is finished, not the doctors.  
“Five days huh!” he thought. But yes, he would allow his sun to sink just a little. 

“Son,” he said, “tell me what happened to the casual and the distracted in the 
Aaronic priesthood. Also, what lessons can you find from the life of Moses to support 
this mindset of work?” 
He knew his son would take this challenge seriously and even more so that his father 
was dying. He would not only research the topic but he would spiritually dissect it.  
He smiled painfully as he saw the determination in John’s eyes. It was mixed with a 
glint of tears as he shared his father’s physical suffering. He was silent for a minute as 
he thanked the Holy Spirit for opening up John’s understanding on this poignant end 
time issue. 
“If the world gets it, I will have done more for the kingdom in death than in life,” he 
thought. It was a thought he cherished. It was worth the pain of hanging on; the physi-
cal pain he felt every moment from the cancer in his body. 

Before John knew it, his father was fast asleep. This was a welcome relief for 
John as he knew his father had not rested all day even though he needed it. He quietly 
slipped out of the room. As he left, he began turning over in his head all accounts of 
Moses he could recollect from the Pentateuch. 



INTRODUCTION - THE ASSIGNMENT    

PRIESTHOOD - A CALL TO WORK    

CASUAL PRIESTS    

REBELLIOUS PRIEST    

MOSES - WORK YOUR WAY TO EFFECTIVENESS    

MOSES - WORK; OVERWORK; WISDOM WORK    

POSITIONING FOR WAR - BATTLE ON YOUR KNEES    

THE KINDGOM MINDSET OF WORD - WORKING THE WORD    

MOSES - THE WORD VISION OF THE WORLD    

PROSPERITY FORMULA - DIVINE SECRET FROM GOD HIMSELF   

DAVID’S MINDSET - A JOB WELL DONE BUT NOT OVER    

DEPTH TILL DEATH - REPAYING THE DEBT OF LOVE    

THE SUN STANDS STILL - WONDER FOR MANY; WORK IN REALITY   

UNTIL ALL THE FLOCKS ARE GATHERED    

SOLOMON - SWEATING WISDOM    

PAUL THE WORKAHOLIC    

THE RACE - A RACE REQUIRES A RUN (ENERGY)    

A RACE WELL RUN - THE PASSING OF THE BATON    

A NEW DAY - EYES AWAY FROM MAN; SEE JESUS    

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF JESUS - THE TEMPLATE FOR WORK   

THE BURDEN OF THE CROWD - A MAJOR WEIGHT OF MINISTRY   

NO REST - THE PRIVACY OF PUBLIC MINISTRY    

CONQUEST OR COMFORT? - KINGDOM DEMANDS CONQUEST    

WORKING THE WORK - WATCHING THE WORK, WORK WONDERS   

SHARPENING THE AX - JESUS MINISTERED TO HIS DISCIPLES   

MINISTRY IS FOOD-FILLING - MORE THAN MY NECESSARY FOOD  

UNENDING MINISTRY - MINISTERING TO DEATH OR RATHER TO THE                    

 DEPTH BEYOND      

CONCLUSION - DEFINITION OF WORK: “PROACTIVELY AVENGING THE CROSS”  

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699768#_Toc102699768
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699770#_Toc102699770
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699772#_Toc102699772
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699773#_Toc102699773
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699774#_Toc102699774
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699776#_Toc102699776
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699778#_Toc102699778
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699780#_Toc102699780
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699782#_Toc102699782
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699784#_Toc102699784
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699786#_Toc102699786
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699788#_Toc102699788
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699790#_Toc102699790
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699792#_Toc102699792
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699793#_Toc102699793
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699795#_Toc102699795
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699796#_Toc102699796
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699798#_Toc102699798
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699800#_Toc102699800
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699802#_Toc102699802
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699804#_Toc102699804
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699806#_Toc102699806
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699808#_Toc102699808
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699810#_Toc102699810
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699812#_Toc102699812
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699814#_Toc102699814
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699816#_Toc102699816
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699816#_Toc102699816
file:///C:/Users/God's%20General/Documents/Creative%20Ministry%20EIN/BOOKS%20FOR%20UPLOAD/Kingdom%20Mindset%20of%20Work/Old%20Files/THE%20KINGDOM%20MINDSET%20OF%20WORK%20Final%20Marsha%20(1).doc#_Toc102699818#_Toc102699818


 

THIS BOOK IS A MANUAL FOR EVERY BELIEVER GUARANTEED TO MOTI-

VATE WORK NECESSARY FOR SUCCESS ON OUR KINGDOM ASSIGNMENT 

HERE. IT WILL INSPIRE THE ATTITUDE (MIND-SET) NECESSARY TO PRE-

VENT COMPLACENCY AND MOTIVATE A GOOD FINISH WITH CAREFUL 

SUCCESSION PLANNING. THE BOOKS BLENDS THE STORY OF A PERSONAL 

PURSUIT THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES INSPIRIED BY A DYING MINISTER  

WITH A POETIC INTRODUCTION TO THE CHAPTERS THAT WILL MAKE IT 

AN EXCITING, YET VERY MOTIVATING AND INSPIRATIONAL EXPERIENCE 

FOR THE READERS. 

 

 

YOU MAY ORDER ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.CWDSBIBLE.COM 

OR EMAIL US AT CWDSBIBLE@GMAIL.COM 
 

PRICE US$19.99 PLUS SHIPPING SOFTCOVER; ORDER IN BULK OF 24 OR MORE 

(42 PCS PER BOX)  @US$11.00 EA  PLUS SHIPPING. WHOLESALE PRICE IS APPLI-

CABLE TO BOOK SHOPS AND RETAILERS AND BULK ORDERS. ORDER WILL BE 

SHIPPED DIRECTLY FROM PUBLISHERS IN THE USA WITH TRACKING FORWARDED.  
 

DOWNLOAD OUR CWDS BIBLE APP TO READ THE CWDS BIBLE AND FOR UPDATES  

AND ACCESS TO OUR NEW BOOKS AND OTHER PRODUCTS. 

 

PHYSICAL COPIES AVAILABLE IN MAJOR BOOKSTORES IN JAMAICA AND IN THE 

LOBBY AT NNATTS COMPLEX, FAIRVIEW SHOPPING CENTER, MONTEGO BAY. 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 





...“Thank you, Mrs. Grace, for bringing John,” Anansi said. 

As John and his mother were about to go through the door to leave, Anansi 
called John back inside. “See those three packages over there?” he said to 

John. “Choose one. Anyone you select is yours!” 
 The first package was very big. The wrapping was pretty and very ele-
gant. It was very enticing to John. John’s eyes fell on that package. He looked 

at the package beside it. It was not as big, but it also had a very nice wrap-
ping. John’s eyes kept going back to the first package. It kept pulling him as if 
it was a magnet. He looked at the third package and quickly glanced away. It 

was wrapped in newspaper and “What was that?” It appeared as if a piece of 
garbage was sticking out from it. John said to himself, “I must be stupid!”  

The attraction of the first package became irresistible in comparison to the 
other two packages on offer.  John looked at the first package again as the 
eyes of Anansi fell on him. He did not want to appear greedy to this spiritual 

icon.  
“Take the one you want,” Anansi urged, in the softest, kindest tone.  “If you do 

not, someone else will take it anyway.” 
That was all the encouragement John needed. He reached out for the biggest 
package and felt his pulse race as it came home to its owners hands. He could 

hardly wait to see what nice present Anansi was giving him to take home. 
From the stories he heard of Anansi since he got saved, he understood that he 
was very generous and only gave excellent gifts. 

“Why don’t you open it?” Anansi urged. John could not wait to unwrap his 
present. He simply took the pretty package and ripped it apart.  

“This is the best day of my life,” he thought. “I cannot wait to sprinkle the top-
ping on what is already the most memorable day.”  
 John tore into the package in his excitement. He saw a box inside. It 

was an ordinary box. John placed his hand in it and “__Oops, mucky!”  
John pulled his hand out and the smell was stifling. He looked at his hand, 
and said with his nose wrinkled, the expression on his face amusingly memo-

rable, “Rotten…rotten …rotten garbage.” A piece of slimy potato skin stuck to 
his fingers and a tear fell from his eyes. John felt so bad. 
“He taught me all those positive things and now… look what he has done to 
me. I even thought he liked me!” John said in his thoughts. His face dropped 
with disappointment and he tried hard to hold back the tears. He was losing 
the fight. 
“Please, open that other one for me,” Anansi said, pointing to the third pack-
age. Anansi grimaced, hating the hurt he had caused this young man.  
He knew, though, it would be only momentary. The one he pointed to was the 
one with the newspaper and the garbage sticking out.  
 If John was hurt before, the very suggestion of this made him feel much 
worse. “Why is Anansi being so mean to me? I never expected this of him. All 
the stories... all the lovely stories were lies, all lies!” 
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It was then that his mother intervened for the first time. She was sitting there 
quietly all along, but now, she encouraged him to do as Anansi said. “Son, you 
trusted Anansi before; trust him now!” 
 John did not want to dishonor Anansi even though he felt terrible.   
He reached out and took the package. His mother sighed in relief. 
He opened it carefully. Trying to avoid the mess he was sure was inside. 
His eyes lit up the moment he saw the contents. The garbage was just on the 
surface. Inside was a beautiful glass box and in it was… 
John caught his breath, then screamed, “Five hundred US dollars!” 
Inside the package was a wad of bills labeled Five hundred dollars. He could 
see the currency. 
“Count it!” Anansi urged. 
John took the money and counted it excitedly.  
His voice trembled as he whispered, “Five hundred US dollars.”  
He then said under his breath, “I missed out so badly.” 
 He looked up at Anansi. 
Anansi smiled and said, “You see, it is not about the package, it is what is in-
side!”  
Anansi waited until John had regained his composure. 
“What did you do with the fancy wrapping of the first package?” Anansi asked. 
Then answering the question himself, “You tore it up. You ripped it apart com-
pletely to get at what was inside it, right? 
You gave it absolutely no regard after it guided your choice for you were settled 
on what was inside.”  

John nodded fearfully and respectfully. 
 “You see!” Anansi said, “It is not about how you look on the outside, it is 
who you are on the inside that really matters. It does not matter what your 

packaging is, color black, white, nose big, small, speech eloquent or slurred, 
scars or no scars, it is all about the Jesus in you, it is all about your heart. It 

is not about your nose, in the end, only what is inside matters.”  
John stood amazed and transfixed at the wisdom and depth of Anansi. 
Anansi continued, “People always get it wrong. They go for the packaging. They 

mess up. That is why they overlook so much treasure. Real treasures, like the 
treasure in you my son. 
You may keep the five hundred dollars.”  

“Thank you, thank you, sir!” John said excitedly. His mother was beaming. 
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of a man running away at a very fast pace. A few young men who were chatting by 
the roadside picked up what was happening and joined the race to catch the thief. 
They hoped to help bring the thief to justice and recover the stolen property. 

Just then a blind man sitting by the road heard the foot- steps coming in his direc-
tion. He heard the angry cries, “Thief, thief.” 

He realized that one man was leading the pack and figured out it must be the thief. He 
listened carefully and timed the foot-steps. He had excellent hearing. As soon as the footsteps 
were close enough he put out his walking stick as if trying to adjust himself and the thief fell 
heavily to the pavement. 

Everyone chasing him caught up with the man. They pulled him up. He rose, curs-
ing his poor luck. They took the wallet he had stolen from his pocket and returned it. 
They then handed him over to the police. Protocol observed, profile picture; charge 
pick-pocketing. 

She had a great time shopping. She was in the store for about forty-five minutes. She had 
put on an abnormal amount of weight during this time. She went to the cashier to check out the 
one item she was prepared to buy. Everything was going well and she felt vindicated. “They are 
stealing from us anyway,” she said to herself to justify her actions. As she passed through the 
security scanner at the door it went off and the security guards descended upon her.   

They searched her and found a number of items hidden on her person. The manager, 
wanting to send a strong signal, handed her over to the police. Protocol observed, profile 
picture; charge shoplifting. He was the manager of a securities company. He had various 
strong connections with key persons in large companies. He had the privilege of getting the 
financial data on these companies long 
before they were made public. 

exchange and 
would make millions of dollars. The federal govern- 

 
ies. He decided he would 

join a movement against paying taxes. He did not pay taxes on some of his income. He was 
arrested, charged and sentenced to spending time in prison. Protocol observed, profile pic-
ture; tax evasion. 

He sat in his car opposite the market and drank an energy drink. His blood charged 
with excitement. He reached down and slowly caressed the shotgun he had on the floor be-
low him. He could see Dexter entering the bank a short distance up the road. He had his hat 
held low over his eyes. Things were going according to plan and he was very pleased. 

This was becoming routine for him. He had done this many times and to great effect. 
He enjoyed the notoriety that his esca- pades brought him. He also enjoyed creating the 
news, and he loved money. For him it was all about three P’s: power, popularity and pleas-
ure. 

EXCERPT FROM CHAPTER:     



His phone rang twice and went dead. That was the signal. He was driving the getaway car and had two 
minutes to be in place. He saw a customer run from the bank then fall dead in the middle of the 
street. He then heard another three bangs. Something had gone wrong. His men were instructed not 
to shoot unless in an absolute emergency. They had murdered two persons by the way but it was 
necessary. He pressed on the gas to move off and then he saw them. Police were everywhere. They 
flooded the place so quickly as if they had been tipped off. He placed his car in reverse to turn around 
but something was blocking him. It was a police car. He looked around and saw the guns pointed 
at him. He had no option. He placed his hands in the air and surrendered. Protocol observed, pro-
file picture; aggravated bank robbery, murder. 

 
He slipped into the house through the open window. He had been looking for an opportunity to 

enter his best friend’s house for a long time now. They had come home from college and would be 
back soon. There was some jewelry belonging to his friend’s mother that he had to have. He had al-
ready found a market for it. Today he had tricked his friend to leave his window open. Now every-
thing would be easy. The hardest part would be looking into Mrs. Simons’ face after the theft. She 
loved him and really cared for him. She had been very generous to him and had done him nothing but 
good. He closed his eyes as if to shut out this mem- ory. He took the jewelry and escaped without an 
incident. No one noticed. 

He was at the home to greet them when they returned. He heard Mrs. Simons scream when 
she discovered her loss. He was there to offer sympathy and to grieve with the family. He saw her 
tears and wished he could undo what he had done, but he had his own expenses to meet first. This 
would have to be his priority. He knew she could afford it. He was happy he would be off to college in a 
few days. 

His heart fell when he heard Mrs. Simons say, “It is such a good thing I installed the cameras 
last month. Now we will be able to tell who this dirty good for nothing thief is.” He asked to be 
excused. He could not remember the reason he gave. His mind was a forest of confusion. He left be-
fore they could respond. 

He hurried home to pack. All the time he was thinking of the best place he could lie low for a 
while. He needed somewhere that was reclusive. Some place where he could not be reached 
until the anger had died down. He never made it. He was picked up by the police before he 
arrived home. Mrs. Simons had no mercy on him. She hated the pretense. Protocol ob-
served, profile picture; burglary. For Mrs. Simons it was not just burglary but the betrayal. 
It was the theft and treachery of a son. 

Will a man rob God? There are many categories of theft at different levels, but these are all 
theft from fellow human beings. Nothing can be considered more despicable, or viler, than stealing 
from God. God is so loving, so tender-hearted and kind, and so thoughtful. Again, no theft can be 
considered more stupid than stealing from God. It is like an unarmed person stealing ammuni- tion by 
force from an army, under the watchful eyes of the soldiers. God is so powerful and He sees everything. 
It is like stealing your own university savings from your parents. God holds your future in His hands 
and all your promises and hope are in Him. 

But really can a man rob God? Is that really possible? For a man to rob God, they must steal 
something that belongs to God. How would you plan a robbery against God? “Hands in the air God, I 
have a gun. Give me everything you have!” God would probably respond, “If you have faith you can 
receive it, but can you contain it?!” 

We have been poking fun at this topic but God wants to have a say. It appears this is not a 
joke for God. The man He has created, whom He died for, who lives and moves in Him, is actually 
stealing from Him. They have very good excuses as all the other thieves above probably do but with 
the same effect. They have brought the definition of theft and robbery to a new level, or rather, to a 
new low. Protocol observed, profile picture… is it yours? 

The question is on the table. The proponent is no other than God Himself. He was sitting on His 
throne in His supreme 



awesomeness. The angels and the elders bowed down before this magnificent throne. It was a throne 
of power, the seat of authority. They were worshipping the Person sitting on the throne. They do this 
continuously. They sing of His glory and speak of His power and His holiness. They know that He has 
all power in His hands. They know that the highest mountain on earth could not with- stand His pow-
er. Just a slight shift of His hand and it goes tum- bling. Such was His awesome power! They know that 
just a twitch of His finger and the seas stand at attention or flee away. 

They know that in comparison man is just another of His creation; that man is sustained by His 
breath. He withdraws it and they are dead. They are just as the angels and yet a little lower. They die. 
They know that the thoughts of God are higher than the thoughts of man and His ways more excel-
lent than the ways of man. The vastness of the difference is as high as the heavens are above the earth. 

being was not lost to them as they 
worshipped. He had said, “Will a man rob God?” They could not imagine the comparison so they dis-
missed the thought, saying, “Holy, holy, holy.” They refused to focus on anyone but this being alone. It 
would not be worth it. This question would pierce eternity and descend into time and echo through-
out the ages. “Will a man rob God?” Author God. 

God was not finished. His next words were the words of a judge stated with such precision, 
knowledge, and finality. It carried no question of error or inaccuracy. It indicted a nation, it indicted a 
people, it indicted His people, the people of God. He said, “You have robbed me!” 

He then considered their defense as they pretended igno- 
is clear that some never considered God to be the owner of every- thing. It is 

clear that some have not considered His word to be the final authority regarding the tithes, kingdom 
taxes. It is clear some were living in denial. It was very clear however that God was not taking excuses. 
It was also clear that ignorance of the law was no defense. God made the accusation plain. He said, 
“You have robbed me in the tithes and the offerings!” 

God accepted no more arguments after this. He pronounced the judgment. God said. “You are 
cursed with a curse for you have robbed Me.” Who is it that is under this judgment of the curse pro-
nounced by God? 

Well, He said it Himself, “This entire nation.” He was talking about the people of God, kingdom 
citizens. Protocol observed, profile picture or rather mug shot…is it yours? 

The walls of Jericho had fallen. It was a demonstration of the divine power of the God of Israel. 
The Israelites went in to con- quer an already defeated Jericho. One middle aged soldier named 
Achan, heard commander Joshua charging the people. Joshua had said, “All the silver and gold, and 
vessels of bronze and iron are consecrated to the Lord. They shall come into the treasury of the 
Lord.” They were to destroy everything else, living and non-living, they were cursed. Joshua had com-
manded them not to take any- thing off them or they too would be cursed. 

As Achan went throughout the households he stumbled upon a wedge of gold and a cache of 
silver. He looked around but no one was watching; he was alone. Achan understood the com- mand 
of Joshua well, but… no one was watching. This treasure was irresistible. It would build a great future 
for him and his family in this new land and... no one was watching. He understood the gold and silver 
are consecrated, holy to the Lord, but… no one was 

 

of Jericho as He gives for 
the tithe, but…no one was seeing! The 

          and bronze of Jericho 

were only blessed in the treasury of the Lord, 
is also a tendency to be pre-

sumptuous regarding God. A battle not long after and Israel lost against a seemingly weak opposition. 



Something cursed was in the camp and Joshua had to sniff it out. 

sensitivity brain. It had brought a curse and defeat to an entire 

man held on to the holy thing that was blessed 
for the house of God, one hundred percent of a nation with the command of God was cursed. Joshua 
had to act swiftly. With the precision of Heaven who possesses all knowledge, and who keeps full ac-
count, Achan was pointed out. His account was opened before all Israel. Achan, his entire household, 
his livestock and animals, and all he had with the gold and silver he had stolen from God were covered 
in a heap of stones. Israel had stoned them and covered them up after burn- ing them with fire. That 
same battle a few days later resulted in a 
resounding victory for Israel. 

By His prophet Malachi, God made it clear. His tithes are consecrated to Him. If we withhold 
the tithes, we have robbed Him. The blessed tithe is now cursed and the persons who with- hold it 
are under the curse. 

We do not have to remain there, however. The Judge being just and merciful, opened a door of 
escape. God continued, saying, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there will be provision in 
My house.” 

This is a welcome reprieve, but it is still a test for those who 
curse, or do we elevate the added security of the tangible above the 

Some people would have real challenges 

meeting their obligation. God understood that for many persons, the tithes and the offering would 
require real sacrifices. He recognized that the world had genuine needs. For many people, 
tithing would require real 

even in the midst of real 
need, He did not remove the punishment of the curse for disobedience. God instead laced 
His command to tithe and to give with a very enticing promise for obedience. 

It was a promise, not just to supply the needs, but a promise of abundance. God said, “Try Me 
now and see if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that 
there will not be room enough to receive it.” For many, this promise would have been enough, but not 
for God. He recognizes that many people will be blessed with abundance, but are unable to retain it. 
Some will have their wealth stolen from them. Some will lose it because of waste. God completed His 
promise with wisdom to manage, blessings for perpetuity, and divine protection of the wealth. 

God said, “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sake, so that he will not destroy the fruit of 
your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field.” 

    

 
Anything received by grace must be appropriated through faith. It is by faith that it may be by 

grace. This means that even though God has given it freely, anything we receive from God, including 
salvation, must be received by faith. 

Without faith, it is impossible to please God. To interact with God we have to understand who 
God is. When we give we must constantly remind ourselves that He is…God. We must be assured of His 
ability, His power, His love, His wealth and His omnipotence. If we have confidence that He is, then we 
will have no problem in accepting that He will reward.  
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COMMUNICATION 
The wheels of his car turned over like an old record on a turntable as he spun his way home. This time it was not spin-
ning those oldies that he loved and enjoyed so much it was spinning him to the arms he longed for. His heart raced 
after the wind as good memories filled his heart. He could feel her in his arms, holding her, dancing to these old songs, 
his hands around her waist, his eyes looking deep into hers. For just a moment, time got lost in his sweet memories, the 
synergy, but then it gave way to impatience. He dearly missed her. He sped home. 

The pillar of cloud he left behind in his wake was a testimony of the dry season they were experiencing com-
bined with his excitement to get home. He was eager to reach his wife. He was speeding.  
“I know I am late from work,” he thought, “but it is better late than never. She will appreciate the effort I am making to 
get to her. I wonder what she is thinking. My phone is dead, totally dead. I would normally call to let her know I am 
running late but she will understand. I should have been there half a day earlier. If it was not for this client who came 
by the office and refused to leave, my job, one of the craziest things. How could I tell him that family is priority, I have 
to go? Would they listen?  
I am so happy I have a good wife at home. She always listens and understands. 

As he turned the corner, he saw the lime green house half a mile up the road. It was perched on a hill. He saw 
the driveway and his heart leapt. The well-manicured lawn and the floral arrangements spoke of the time and the effort 
that she took in keeping and ensuring that there was a good environment to come back home to.  
He knew inside that, as at times before, his return would be extra special and she would be waiting for him. 

They were well off, living above the ordinary but it came with sacrifice. He was out of town many times on his 
job. If absence made the heart grow fonder, his longing to be home every time was a testimony. He appreciated her 
even more and anticipated coming home every moment he was away.  
As he got closer, his feet unconsciously went down on the accelerator. He sped up the lane. The car came to a screech-
ing stop in the driveway and he looked, anticipating to see his wife, his beautiful wife running out to meet him as at 
times before.  
He anticipated that hug; in fact, he could almost feel her arms enclosing him. He could feel her lips on his as she greet-
ed him. Oh how he needed that! The day was very stressful.  

He had been speeding. He knew he had exceeded legal limits just to be here; just for this one moment. He 
opened the door and looked. Yes, sure enough, there she was. A smile lit his face. He ignored the fact that she stood 
there, not running to him as at times before. “Hello Pattie” he said, trying to jumpstart that magic. Any moment now, 
but that moment never came. No smile greeted him. Instead, her face was angry. 
“Hi honey,” he said, trying to break the ice. Waiting, anticipating that warmth he was familiar with, that he wanted, 
that he needed, that he risked his life to be here for. That warmth that brought him home every time after a horrid and 
tiring week.  
His heart sank as he realized that greeting was not coming. In fact, she seemed upset, perhaps even angry. He had seen 
her like this before but at most times she had exercised restraint.  

This was different. The load that lifted from his shoulders when he entered the gates of his yard was returning. 
He saw her looking angry and the weight suddenly returned with twice its mass. 
“What is it honey?” he asked. 
The response came back with the chill of an ice storm in winter. There were no frills.  “Why are you so late Shane? And 
why could I not reach you on the phone?” 
She did not wait for a response. There was no mood, no atmosphere for dialog. She turned and disappeared into the 
house as he sat in his car deflated. 
“Should I go in and pursue her or should I turn around and just go? Not now. I really don’t have the energy for this.”  

The children were asleep, or they would have broken the ice of the moment. What was he to do? Shane knew 
his wife Pat had gone into one of her closets. The rare moments where she would not listen, where she would with-
draw for a time and where reasoning would be futile. The truth had no place in this closet. 
She had already formulated her truth. The facts remained and they were factual.  



COMMUNICATION 
“My phone was dead. I was late. It was totally beyond my control and that is the truth. I risked my life speeding to get 
here and that is the truth. I need a caring, loving, non-judgmental wife in this moment and that is the truth.  

I do not feel like going inside.” This was the burden of the truth of the moment. 
“I feel like turning back and disappearing.” 
Shane stayed in his car for half an hour with his head on the steering wheel. He did not want to face her and face the 
possibility of contention. The moon rose in the night sky and he felt that she was perhaps asleep. He slipped into his 
house like a thief, afraid to enter his own doors; afraid to be caught by accusing eyes. He refused to enter his bedroom.  
“I am not ready for any of this.” 
“O sofa!”  

Exhaustedly Shane walked towards her. He was greeted by his old familiar friend. She knew him very well. She 
had a soft and cozy hug for him. She would embrace his tired body as he released himself to her. In the comfort of her 
embrace and the misery of his marriage at the moment, he fell asleep. His sofa would hold him until the tiredness 
drained from his body and he was mentally prepared to face his marriage again. 
The marriage counsellor nodded at a typical example of a breakdown in communication. The eyes for strong relation-
ships spotted defects that could easily be fixed by defining communication boundaries in the marriage and agreeing on 
responses when they are breached. 
The areas are: 
Trust: love believes all things and therefore approaches all situations with trust. It brings trust as a banner into every 
situation of doubt or disappointment and listens with expectation for it to be justified. 
Listening: The word of God clearly states one should be swift to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger. This applies 
even more to marriage. It is foolhardy to respond to a problem before you confirm you have one. This is a common 
mistake in many marriages that have caused irreparable damage. 
Jealousy: This also was present in Pat’s response. This however contradicts love which is supposed to believe all things. 
The benefit of the doubt goes ahead of the offense to satisfy trust. 
Forgiveness: This should be automatic and will cause couples to look for bridges instead of looking for offenses. 
Patience: Going beyond your last limit at all times to find the rest you need in times of marital crisis. Respect: This en-
sures your response to your spouse at all-time honors them and not your feelings. 

Positive communication builds synergy and trust and makes it easy when dealing with tense situations. 
This situation was nothing as Pat perceived and had prejudged it. Hasty responses can create problems when 

none exists or magnify problems that could have easily been addressed. 

COMMUNICATION COMMITMENTS 
Commit to quality time with each other; to sit down daily to have deep, meaningful talk about different aspects of 

your day.  
Commit to undivided attention during all communication times, to maintain eye contact, to speak confidently and 

legibly with a smile and a welcoming attitude and to respond well so that they know that you are all ears. 
Commit to listening, to hearing and hearing, not just the content but the intent and the context before you respond. 

Ask questions in kindness and without conflict to ensure you have heard and you answer appropriately. 
Commit to answer with respect and understand- 

ing that is irrespective of the perceived fault of the other party. Respect is a personal commitment and must 
never be breached even if not reciprocated. Respect is a reflection of your heart, not of the other person’s. Re-
spect creates its own platform and steals the show in the end. 

Commit to consistent communication. 
Commit to fill your words with grace and season them with salt so you will know how to answer your spouse all the 

time. Every conversation should make the other person feel good about themselves and about the conversation. 
Commit to give your spouse every good and kind word they deserve and compliments they do not deserve; 
more grace. Where the conversation is difficult then commit to salting your words with praise, tenderness, gen-
tleness or a smile. 



COMMUNICATION COMMITMENTS 
“Commit to begin each potential contentious conversation with faith, ready to believe what is being said; with hope, 

expecting the right outcome even when it looks bad; with a listening heart, ready to listen and never to react 
unless you clearly understand; with positive expectation, for what you anticipate you create. 

Commit to fill every difficult moment with patience. If there is any sense of disappointment or anger, then resist the 
temptation to fulfill the anger and kill the moment; rather defer the conversation to kill the anger then resume 
the conversation. Anger is a demonic imposter sent to sabotage conversations in marriage.  

COMMUNICATION PLEDGE 

I, (name), and I, (name), hereby commit to strong, positive and vibrant communication in this marriage, to speak to you 
with love and warmth at all times and to answer you legibly, honestly and respectfully in every conversation. I commit 
to allocate time for meaningful conversation daily; to listening until I hear and to respond to what you are communi-
cating and not what I am thinking. Where the conversation is difficult I commit to season my words with salt, fill it with 
grace, understanding and forgiveness and to temper it with love so that peace can be maintained, and where tension 
sets in, can be quickly restored. 

Prayer Together 
Loving Father, give us the grace for good positive communication in this marriage. Help us to keep this com-
mitment beyond busy schedules. Give us the wisdom to build positive and consistent communication into our 
schedules and into our day. Where personality conflicts with our commitment to communicate, Holy Spirit, 
we invite You to intervene and to bring immediate resolve and eventual change; where arrows are fired by 
the enemy against our communication, Heavenly Father, send Your angels to turn them back; where there is 
misunderstanding, then Lord, come personally and let love intervene, in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
AFFIRMATION COMMITMENTS 

Commit to praising and affirming each other daily and especially before others. 
Commit to encouraging each other and speaking to their confidence in any area of challenge they face. 
Commit never to do or say anything in public or to a third party that suggests division.  
Commit never to criticize each other in public or private, but instead to eulogize, to applaud and to compliment.  
Commit never to take each other for granted or to marginalize the support that the other spouse gives but to ex-

press gratitude, to be thankful, to be appreciative and to express thanks in unique and creative ways.  
Commit never to debase or say anything negative about each other in private or public. 
Commit to deal with matters of correction privately and to extend this to all family members including your children. 
Commit never to discuss family disagreements with a third party unless by agreement and for the purpose of counsel.  

Commit never to discuss the weakness of any member of your family with a third party however close except for 
confidential professional help.  

AFFIRMATION PLEDGE 
I, (name), and I, (name), hereby commit to affirm you constantly and to speak to your strength and your confidence at 
all times; I commit to appreciate you, all the efforts you put into this home and my life and to make a big deal about it; I 
commit never to take you for granted; I commit to laud and celebrate you in public and never to say anything that will 
embarrass or debase you. I commit to train my conversation to respond to your greatness and glory and to express it.  

Prayer Together 
Heavenly Father, make my mouth a well of life for this marriage and for my spouse; give me the word, char-
acter and attitude to develop this precious gift that you have placed in my life. Teach my spirit to celebrate 
the greatness you have placed in his/her life and the wisdom and the resilience to help him/ her and the 
whole world to see it. Amen. 
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